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Each chapter in the first half of the book introduces a moral issue with a story or description, explains 
how it conflicts with the biblical worldview, and then gives parents examples of how to discuss the 
clash of worldviews with their children. 

Chapters 8-12 cover the areas of education, government, and society, and how cultural tolerance has 
infiltrated the church. Here the authors provide the reader with strategies to fight against the cultural 
tolerance ideology. 

1. True for You but Not for Me

The scenario: College sophomore Renee reveals to her parents that her new boyfriend doesn’t care for 
“church stuff” and that they are sleeping together. Surprised, disappointed, and a little angry at their 
daughter’s rejecting the biblical values they had taught her, the parents react in a way that creates 
distance in their relationship. 

The above story well represents the conflict between the two worldviews in our culture:

Two very different understandings of tolerance are at odds here. Renee and most of her 
generation are in effect saying, “Be tolerant of me—which includes accepting my views 
and acknowledging that my behavior is right for me.” Many Christian adults respond with, 
“I’ll be glad to be tolerant by accepting you and giving you freedom to live your own life, 
but don’t ask me to approve of your behavior or consider it to be right.” These are two 
differing views on tolerance, they are creating a cultural chasm that is almost impossible to 
bridge without first understanding the real nature of moral truth. What we find today is that 
most young people have adopted a different source of moral truth than that of their parents 
and Christian gatekeepers. And these two sources create different narratives about reality 
that frame each side's view on tolerance, moral values, and relationships differently (17-
18).

Worldview Conflict

• The biblical narrative states that moral truth is based on God’s character and that it is objective 
and universal.

• The cultural narrative holds that moral truth is decided by the individual and is subjective and 
situational. Also, this belief demands that others accept and even celebrate each individual's 
reality. Failing to do is seen as intolerant. 



These two worldviews are lenses through which individuals see reality. Even the definition of words 
changes when filtered through these lenses. 

Turn to page 21 in this linked document to see a chart comparing the biblical and contemporary cultural
definition of the following words: tolerance, respect, dignity, acceptance, moral judgments, and 
personal preference.  

Not only is God the standard of truth, he is truth. The McDowells add that “[God] is the standard for 
tolerance in the original and traditional meaning of the word—tolerance that loves us without 
approving our sinful condition. Both truth and traditional tolerance reside in the character of God, and 
they are inseparable” (23). 

The Beauty of Intolerance

Recognizing that tolerance is a godly virtue, the authors point out that intolerance is also a godly virtue.
God will not tolerate evil, injustice, or sin. “God’s intolerance is an amazing and beautiful thing” (25). 

Josh McDowell even had a T-shirt made to express it. The front said, “Intolerance is a Beautiful Idea,” 
and the back read: 

• Mother Teresa was intolerant of poverty.

• Bono was intolerant of AIDS.

• Nelson Mandela was intolerant of apartheid.

• Martin Luther King was intolerant of racism.

• Jesus was intolerant of bigotry.

To read this first chapter, click here.

2. When Tolerance Doesn’t Mean Tolerance 

The scenario: Chad tells his father he’s going to watch the international Gay Games because his 
friend’s brother is in a race. The father blurts out that homosexuality is wrong, and Chad says his father
hates gays and slams the door.

The LBGTQ+ movement is another example of a moral issue that divides biblical Christians from 
mainstream culture. The McDowells say this and other moral matters expose our differences in:

“(1) what it means to be tolerant and intolerant; (2) who or what is to judge what is morally 
right and wrong; (3) what it means to accept without approving; (4) how we are to demonstrate 
proper respect and care for others; and (5) what steps must be taken to narrow the divide and 
resolve the conflict” (37).

Here, the authors explain the difference between traditional tolerance (to recognize another’s beliefs 
without embracing them) and cultural tolerance (the idea that all moral truth is equal).  

First, they show how the Bible supports traditional tolerance from verses such as Romans 12:16, 18: 
“Live in harmony with each other...Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.” 

Those who follow cultural tolerance get angry at those who hold to the traditional definition because 
traditional tolerance states that moral truth applies to everyone. Cultural tolerance, on the other hand, 

https://issuu.com/joshmcdowellministry/docs/beauty_of_intolerance_book
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claims morality is based on what an individual believes. No one has the right to tell another what they 
think or do is wrong. 

3. The Irony: Intolerance in the Name of Tolerance

This chapter discusses the contrasts between the biblical truth narrative and the cultural truth narrative.

God is truth. So, “moral claims are true if they correspond to the character of God—who is the 
objective source for morality” (53). People need to understand that the church didn’t invent morality. 
“The authority of scripture is derived directly from and founded in the very character and nature of 
God” (54). For instance, lying is wrong because God is honest. Promiscuity is wrong because God is 
pure. Moreover, because God never changes, the moral law never changes and applies to everyone.

Biblical morality formed the foundation of Western Civilization. Starting with the Renaissance, 
however, humanistic ideas began to chisel away at this foundation: the Enlightenment, the confidence 
of the Industrial Revolution, and the philosophies by people such as Charles Darwin and Friedrich 
Nietzsche who ushered in Modernism and its faith in science. Finally, the Post-modernists tell us that 
people create their own truth and that universal truth doesn’t exist. 

4. When Anything Goes

Today, most people believe that truth equals their opinion. Without universal morality, anything goes. 

This chapter begins with a short defense on the authority of the Bible as an accurate depiction of 
reality. 

Next, it demonstrates that without objective truth, no virtues can exist. People who adhere to cultural 
tolerance must accept all behaviors as equally valid, including terrorist activities. Who is to say that 
blowing up people is wrong? That is the terrorist’s truth. Such a belief system is reducing society into 
anarchy and tyranny.

On the other hand, by recognizing absolute truth, Christianity is the only worldview the provides true 
equality and defense of human rights for people. Even Nietzsche recognized this by saying that it 
“furnishes the prototype of all theories of equal rights” (quoted on p. 79).  Absolute truth allows liberty 
to exist.

Finally, the authors address the topic of justice, stating: “If there is no moral code above human beings 
by which to ground objective human value and responsibility, a virtue like justice for all is subject to 
the whims of a voting majority or a powerful minority” (82). Cultural relativism cannot support any 
form of justice. Whereas, the Bible offers the only absolute moral laws on which justice can stand.

5. Love Makes It Right

The scenario: The story of Renee continues with her parents discussing how to handle the news that 
their daughter has rejected the biblical view on sex. The father takes a strong-stand-on-truth approach, 
which makes him relationally cold toward his daughter. The mother just wants to love her daughter, 
putting the relationship first before truth.

The authors state that “Real love—biblical, Godlike love—exposes cultural tolerance as the counterfeit 
of love because cultural tolerance fails to point people to a universal standard of morality designed to 
save them from serious harm”(93). See my review of Unprotected, which describes the harm caused by
the free-sex culture.

https://lorindasponderings.com/2019/05/31/book-review-unprotected/


Moreover, “[w]hen we become so tolerant that we lead people into mental fog and spiritual darkness, 
we are not acting like Christians—we are acting like cowards” (A. W. Tozer quoted on p. 94). Cultural 
tolerance creates false realities and often leads a person into danger. Not warning or trying to stop 
people from heading down that road is cruel and unloving.

Just like a parent tells a child not to touch a hot stove or play in a busy street, God gives us boundaries 
for our good, not to be a killjoy. Real love is other-focused. It provides for and protects those who are 
loved.

The second half of the chapter discusses the benefits of obeying God’s commands regarding sex: 
marriage and sexual purity.

6. True Love

The scenario: The story of Chad and his father continues by exploring the issue of whether 
homosexuals were born that way. 

Regardless of what the culture says, science shows that no biological reason for same-sex attraction 
exists. Even if there were a “gay” gene, it would still be wrong because it violates the Creator’s design 
for mankind. 

“Chad, like most people in our culture, has bought into the fallacy that our genetic disposition, our 
actions, and our lifestyle define who we are” (119), but they don’t. God defines who we are. “God 
unconditionally values us for who we are without always approving of what we do, because he 
separates the value of the person from the acts of the person” (121).

The McDowells use the biblical account of the woman at the well to illustrate this point. Jesus valued 
and loved the woman despite her sinful past.

In following God, we can also love others without accepting their behavior, even though the culture 
says we are intolerant by doing so.

7. Knowing the Truth and Speak It in Love

In both fictional stories used in the first half of this book, the young adults feel judged and their 
personal beliefs rejected by their parents. When controversy arises, we can easily focus on the rules and
not our relationship with the person with whom we are in conflict. We need to remember God designed 
us to be in relationship with others. 

“The apostle Paul wrote that we are to ‘speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more 
like Christ’ (Ephesians 4:15). Moral truth is meant to be experienced in the context of a loving 
relationship” (134). “Intolerance of evil is not mean-spirited and condemnatory; it is actually the only 
way to be loving and caring” (138).

Humbly Speaking the Truth

Avoid ad hominems. You may win the argument, but you will lose the person. “The key is to claim that 
the truth you are defending is not ‘your’ truth” (139); it’s Jesus’ truth. 

Know the Truth and the Bible

For example, know the answers to questions about the Bible such as this: Why did God establish sex to 
only occur between a married heterosexual couple? Because it’s a symbol of Christ’s relationship with 
His church. Sex outside of marriage defiles that symbol.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A15&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4&version=NABRE


Later in the chapter, the authors rewrite the two fictional stories of Renee and Chad. Instead of being 
legalistic about their beliefs, the parents speak the truth in love to their children.

8. Cultural Tolerance and Education

Cultural tolerance has permeated the public school system. Children are taught the lie that “[t]olerance 
is simply accepting and celebrating another person’s beliefs and lifestyle choices” (158).

Parents can reduce the effect of the cultural tolerance worldview on their public school children by 
doing the following:

1. Become familiar with cultural tolerance and how it addresses truth in our culture.

2. Equip yourselves with biblical truth and learn how to speak it in love. 

3. Learn what is being taught in the schools.

College programs teach future educators moral relativism. They are trained to “see cultural 
tolerance as the moral glue that holds schools together” (161).

When parent and college professor of philosophy Justin McBrayer attended the open house for 
his son’s school, he spotted on the classroom bulletin board these signs:

“Fact: Something that is true about a subject and can be tested or proven.

“Opinion: What someone thinks, feels, or believes” (162 italics in the original). 

Later he examined his son’s schoolwork. It contained a list of statements, and the student had to 
determine which statements were facts and which were opinions. Here are some of the 
statements.

__Copying homework assignments is wrong.

__Cursing in school is inappropriate behavior.

__All men are created equal.

__It is worth sacrificing some personal liberties to protect our country from terrorism.

__It is wrong for people under the age of 21 to drink alcohol.

__Vegetarians are healthier than people who eat meat.

__Drug dealers belong in prison. (p. 162-163)

McBrayer learned that every value claim listed above was identified as an opinion. Based on 
this assignment, children were being taught that moral facts do not exist.

4. Use tolerance in your favor. Be familiar with students’ religious rights in the schools. Many 
administrators and teachers lack the knowledge of what religious rights students actually have. 
They need to be informed.

5. Respond, don’t react, when dealing with the school. Don’t act in anger. Graciously but firmly 
bring your concerns to the school’s attention, preferably with a group of like-minded parents.

9. Cultural Tolerance and the Government

Under the Second Amendment, Americans have enjoyed religious liberty for two centuries, and biblical
doctrines have molded the culture. Now, the followers of cultural tolerance want to remove the biblical 



worldview from the public square. As the authors explain, we live in conflicting kingdoms—God's and 
the world’s. 

As believers, we must obey our governing authorities as much as possible. “But if a law of the land 
orders us to do something that God’s Word prohibits—like suppressing the gospel because it is an 
‘intolerant’ message that proclaims moral standards the cultures rejects—what do we do?” (175). Like 
the apostles before us, we need to make a stand for Christ and not compromise on our moral 
convictions. 

Instead of being known only for what we're against, the McDowells urge Christians to show godly love
toward all types of people while at the same time stand for truth. 

10. Cultural Tolerance and Society

The theme for today’s culture: “You have the right to choose for yourself what is right for you and what
is wrong for you—and no one should judge that choice” (185 italics in the original).

“The doctrine of cultural tolerance is built on the foundation of individual supremacy….And the 
culture will be intolerant of any person or group who suggests there is a morality outside ourselves that 
judges another person’s choices” (185).

To counter this relativistic teaching, parents ought to ask their children what makes a choice right or 
wrong. Some may say that a behavior is wrong because most people agree that it is wrong, such as 
murder. Parents should ask them to ponder the origins of their own moral convictions and then guide 
them to what the Bible has to say.

Christians look to the character to God to determine morality. God is the giver of life and the only 
authority to take life. That is why murder is wrong. God is truth, therefore lying is wrong. It’s right to 
forgive because God is merciful. It’s right to uphold justice because God is just. All morality echoes the
characteristics of God.

To teach teens to distinguish what is morally right and morally wrong, Sean and his family created the 
“4-C Process.” 

1. Consider the choice 

2. Compare it to God 

3. Commit to God’s way 

4. Count on God’s protection and provision 

Here’s the bottom line for godly living: “The secret to making right choices in life is having a deep 
conviction that God always has your best interested at heart” (197).

11. Cultural Tolerance and the Church

The authors list five examples of how cultural tolerance has distorted the truth and the Bible (204). 

1. The Old and New Testaments are the Bible of the Jewish and Christian faiths.

The distortion

First, the Jews don’t recognize the New Testament. More importantly, our culture believes that the 
Bible is only relevant to these religions. 



“What the culture does not grasp is that the Bible is not a book exclusively for Jews and 
Christians. If we believe that is all the Bible is—just a religious book—then we propagate the 
notion that these ancient writings represent two among many equally valid and true religions. 
But the Bible is far more than the basis for religion.

The Bible is the revelation of God, the Creator of all things, to the human race” (205).

The solution

“To counter this, speak of scripture to your family and friends as the revelation of God to the entire 
world” (206).

2. The Bible contains truth designed just for me.

The distortion

During a Bible study, a leader may say, “what this verse means to me….” Then she may ask another, 
“What does this verse mean to you?” 

“Rather than looking to the biblical text in order to know the objective truth, many Christians are 
actually looking for their subjective meaning of truth” (207 italics in the original).

The solution

We need to recognize that the Bible is the source of objective truth, and though people may draw 
personal application from a passage, the truth is the same for all.

3. There are 101 ways to interpret the Bible.

The distortion

If people view truth as a matter of opinion, of course, there would be 101 ways to interpret the Bible. 

The solution

We need to discover what God intended a scripture passage to mean by using proper Bible study 
techniques. When reading the Bible, we must consider the audience, the context, and genre, and avoid 
interjecting our own meaning. We must first determine what the text actually says and what it means 
based on context before we can jump to application.

4. What’s true for you isn’t necessarily true for me.

The distortion

Many confuse the concepts of truth and belief. “Truth describes the objective state of the world 
regardless of how we take it to be. Beliefs can be relative, but truth cannot” (211).

The solution

Remember that “...moral truths stem from God’s character” (212). 

A belief, on the other hand, could be considered a preference. For instance, some of the early Christians
thought they needed to follow the Old Testament laws.  This issue divided the church.

Paul, however, pointed out in Galatians and in Romans that following the Mosaic Law was 
unnecessary.  He told those who wished to keep the Jewish traditions and those who did not needed to 
tolerate one another (in the traditional sense). He admonished the churches to live in harmony despite 
these differing beliefs.



5. The Bible is God’s Word, but experience determines interpretation.

The distortion

The McDowells give an example of author Matthew Vines, who wrote God and the Gay Christian: The
Biblical Case in Support of Same-Sex Relationships. He claimed he held a high view of the Bible. But 
when Vines discovered that he was attracted to men, he shifted his definition of truth based on his 
personal experience.

The solution

“One of the best defenses against cultural tolerance is for you and your church to develop deep 
convictions about truth and God’s Word...[truth] is universal and is right for all people in all times 
within all cultures” (217-18). 

12. You Can Make a Difference

The book closes by stressing the importance of building deep relationships in the church, regularly 
speaking the truth in love, and cultivating relationships with those who disagree with Christianity. 

“True tolerance involves loving people and suffering while they do something we think is absolutely 
wrong, which is exactly what Christ does for us” (231).
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